
Classical  Guitar  Course    11th  –  13th  June  2010   as  Part  of 
The  British  BMG  Federation  Summer  School  Weekend  at  
Benslow  Music  Trust,  Little
Benslow  Hills,  Benslow  Lane,  Hitchin,  Herts  SG4  9RB
websites:  www.banjomandolinguitar.org   and  www.benslow.org  

Gerald  Garcia:  Classical  Guitar
Ense m b l e  pla y i n g  is  one  of  th e  bes t  ways  to  im p r o v e  mu s i c a l  sk i l l s  suc h  as  ke e p i n g  in  
rhy t h m ,  play i n g  wi t h o u t  sto p p i n g  an d  lis t e n i n g  to  ot h e r s  wh i l e  con c e n t r a t i n g  on  a  fa i r l y  
si m p l e  pa r t.  It  als o  pre s e n t s   mu s i c  ma k i n g  as  a  soc i a b l e  ac t i v i t y ,  dep e n d i n g  on  the  
in t e r a c t i o n  be t w e e n  the  play e r s.  This  cou r s e  wi l l  in t r o d u c e  pa r t i c i p a n t s  to  ense m b l e  
play i n g  in  a  rela x e d  ye t  rig o r o u s  ma n n e r!  Mu s i c  cho s e n  wi l l  be  of  an  easy  to  in t e r m e d i a t e  
leve l  an d  pa r t i c i p a n t s  wi l l  nee d  to  be  ab l e  to  rea d  mu s i c  no t a t i o n  (not  tab). Sigh t  rea d i n g  
ab i l i t y  is  an  adv a n t a g e ,  al t h o u g h  th i s  can  als o  im p r o v e  th r o u g h  ta k i n g  pa r t  in  the  cou r s e .  
Pa r t s  wi l l  be  dis t r i b u t e d  be f o r e h a n d  and  fo r  th e  eve n t  to  run  smo o t h l y ,  pa r t i c i p a n t s  wi l l  
nee d  to  have  stu d i e d  the  mu s i c  on  the i r  ow n.  To  ge t  th e  mo s t  ou t  of  th e  cou r s e,  a  roug h  
gu i d e  to  ab i l i t y  wou l d  be  Gra d e  3  or  abov e ,  or  you  wou l d  nee d  to  have  play e d  fo r  two  

yea r s  m i n i m u m .

Biography  When Gerald is not performing as a guitarist, he is busy composing. Among many successes are his '25 Etudes 
Esquisses'  for guitar solo which have become standard repertoire for aspiring guitarists and his music has been played and recorded by 
David Russell, Craig Ogden, Amadeus Duo, Eden-Stell Duo and John  Williams. His Concerto for two Guitars based on themes by Garcia 
Lorca has been performed throughout Europe and is a staple of the guitar duo concerto repertoire. Gerald’s music and arrangements 
have been published worldwide by Mel Bay, Holley Music, ABG  publications, Guitarissimo and Cramer and he has recorded more than 
12 CDs selling more than 40,000 copies world-
wide. His teaching experience has included educational workshops with Kent Opera, English National Opera and the Academy of St 
Martin-in-the- Fields. In 1995  Gerald toured China as a duo with guitarist John Williams and he now performs in Simon Mayor's  
Mandolinquents, in a duo with Alison Bendy, and in an occasional Irish ensemble with Mick Henry, Bernard  O'Donoghue, John Pethica 
and friends. Gerald is Musical Director of the highly successful National Youth Guitar Ensemble of Great Britain which brings together 
young guitarists from all over the country to play guitar orchestral pieces.

The  Weekend   Reg i s t r a t i o n  is  fro m  4.30 p m  and  the  wee k e n d  sta r t s  wi t h  din n e r  at  7p m ,  af t e r  wh i c h  wi l l  be  a  sho r t  

in t r o d u c t o r y  sess i o n  fo l l o w e d  by  cla s s  tu i t i o n .  Sa t u r d a y  day t i m e  wi l l  be  busy  wi t h  clas s  tu i t i o n  and  af t e r  din n e r  we  expe c t  to  
of f e r  a  cho i c e  of  play i n g  in  a  lar g e  ens e m b l e ,  in  sma l l e r  gro u p s  or  us i n g  the  ti m e  fo r  per s o n a l  pr a c t i c e ;  th e r e  wi l l  be  
opp o r t u n i t y  to  pu t  fo r w a r d  ide a s  fo r  th i s  sess i o n .  On  Sun d a y  af t e r  lun c h  the r e  wi l l  be  an  in f o r m a l  con c e r t  an d  the  cou r s e  
wi l l  fi n i s h  by  4p m .

Accommodation  &  Cost  Mos t  of  t he  40  bed r o o m s  have  ei t h e r  en-su i t e  fac i l i t i e s  or  sol e  use  of  a  ba t h r o o m .  The r e  

is  roo m  on  si te  fo r  two  mo t o r- ho m e s .  Cos t  of  the  wee k e n d  is  £ 1 9 0  fo r  a  sin g l e  sta n d a r d  roo m  and  £ 1 5 5  non – r e s i d e n t  
(inclu d i n g  lun c h  and  din n e r) . En-su i t e  sup p l e m e n t  is  £45  (£50  for  se le c t  en-su i t e). The r e  is  a  red u c t i o n  of  £ 1 0  fo r  sha r i n g .  

Booking  and  Further  Information  The  ti t l e  of  the  wee k e n d  is  ‘Banjo,  Mandolin  and  Guitar  Fest’ . 
To  boo k,  te l e p h o n e  Ben s l o w  Mus i c  Trus t  0 1 4 6 2  4594 4 6  or  dow n l o a d  a  boo k i n g  fo r m  fro m  www. b e n s l o w . o r g . For  fu r t h e r  
in f o r m a t i o n  abo u t  the  wee k e n d  ple a s e  con t a c t  BMG  Fed e r a t i o n  cou r s e  co-ord i n a t o r  Hen r y  Girv a n  0 1 5 9 2  630 3 7 4  or  em a i l  
hen r y.g i r v a n@b t i n t e r n e t . c o m

The  Other  3 Courses  for Banjo,  Mandolin  &  Guitar

Chris  Sands:  Classic  Finger-style  5-string  Banjo
Sui t a b l e  fo r  in t e r m e d i a t e  and  mo r e  adv a n c e d  play e r s  bu t  any o n e  who  has  a  rea s o n a b l e  ins i g h t  in t o  pla y i n g  ba n j o  so lo s  wi l l  
be  we l c o m e .  Stu d e n t s  wi l l  nee d  to  be  ab l e  to  rea d  mu s i c  no t a t i o n .  

Frances  Taylor: Baroque  Mandolin
Sui t a b l e  for  in t e r m e d i a t e  pl a y e r s,  bu t  less  expe r i e n c e d  and  mo r e  adv a n c e d  play e r s  are  also  we l c o m e .  
Wh i c h e v e r  leve l,  you  m u s t  be  ab l e  to  rea d  mu s i c  no t a t i o n .  

Robin  Garside:  Mixed  Instrument  Folk
Thi s  cou r s e  is  ope n  to  pl e c t r u m  or  teno r  ban j o ,  ma n d o l i n  and  gui t a r .  It  wi l l  su i t  al l  leve l s  of  ab i l i t y  apa r t  fro m  
com p l e t e  beg i n n e r s , al t h o u g h  if  you  can  play  a  few  cho r d s  or  a  me l o d y  line , th a t ’ s  fin e .

http://www.benslow.org/
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